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Welcome to a new year with an old President
| am excited to lead you for another year and
hope you join me in my vision for our club in
the year to come. Our Board this year is just ¢
excited and dedicated as in the past! New
Board members bring new life, new ideas anc
a passion to serve the club well. Seek these
Board Members out and give them your input
One of our biggest goals this year is to grow
our membership! A community our size
should easily have an Optimist club with over
200 members. It is my hope that you get
involved with at least one event this year,
more if you can. Consider bringing something
new to our club. Sometimes the things we’'ve
always done don’t work well for the
community. Change is good! Let’s work
together to serve our community.

Remember to tell your friends the wonderful
things you are doing for the youth of Oswego.
You should be proud! The Oswegoland
Optimist Club ROCKS!
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Vice President—Bob Reid

| first joined the Optimist Club in 1997. | neveeard of it before
but a member of my church told me about it, sineevhs a mem-
ber. So | attended my first meeting not knowingare. | liked
what | saw and became a member quickly. Presiam, Parr,
asked me to be on her board shortly after | join®d.l jumped in
with both feet. What a ride. But things were haqipg outside
of the club which caused me to quit the club ferhale. 1 still
helped every year with the Festival of Brass.jdined in 2006
and then president, Dennis Quaid, asked me to tesdroard
and have since been a board member for Roger Sthnmddlina
Conley. | look forward to another GREAT year wikte
Oswegoland Optimist Club.

Vice President—Paul Rathman

| joined the Oswego Optimist in 2008 because R&gp&MIdt
asked me to attend a NOW Dinner back when the ngetivere at
Jason’s. | met really great people with big heans open minds. |
usually spend most of my time developing busines#\flied First
Bank which | enjoy, but was always on the prowldafes. |
realized | didn’t need to do that in this groupolld just attend
meetings, meet new people and mostly help childré»swego.

My vision for this club is to increase membershyplld% in
2009/2010 through word of mouth of our exciting re¢eand
helpful attitudes. My vision is also to re-kindbeisting non-active
members. Proactively calling and inviting folksise way but
more importantly is inviting them to events foritin¢o realize the
organization they joined is fun and exciting to geblved in.

My favorite activity is MUD VOLLEYBALL. That’s no arprise.
| enjoy organizing and creating fun projects. ba¢émjoy working
with people and budgets to make things work. | [twlwvard to
one more year with mud volleyball and then lookiogthe next
event or project to get involved in.



Treasurer—Dave Liesse

| joined the club in 1998, shortly after moving to
Oswego, as a way to do good while meeting
members of my new community. My favorite
events have always been the Festival of Brass
(currently suspended) and the Spelling Bee, and |
push to balance our support to academic, sports,
and artistic activities.

Secretary Roxana Giese

| joined the Club in 2008 because of the
opportunity to give something back to the children
of this community and to the surrounding
communities.

My vision for the Club is that we not only grow in
membership, but that those new members bring
fresh ideas, enthusiasm and vision so that the Club
continually becomes better and stronger.

My favorite activity is serving on the committees
when we brainstorm and work together to put on a
great event that attendees enjoy and the Club
prospers from.



1 Year Directors

Barb llig

| joined the club when Connie was president, i$ 8wears ago? | joined because |
like to give back to the community, and find it yeewarding to help out our
community's children. | like helping at the Corod3ts, Easter Egg Hunt & Pancake
Breakfast, and Needy Families Christmas Projeeisd love meeting the great people
who belong to this club!!!

Jerry Kiley

The reason | joined the Optimist Club was for andeato meet people and give back
and help our children in our community. Also saif-improvement in chairing
projects and to improve my leadership skills. hgd the club in 1983 and have
enjoyed it very much.

Cindy Maquet

| joined the club in 2008 because as a stay at hnoma | wanted to volunteer, be
involved in our community, and give back to otheesause | feel very fortunate in
my life. My vision for the club is | would like teee there be even younger than
Junior Optimist members and bring it into the sdb@s early as 3rd grade. As a
previous school teacher | know the kids would befefm helping out children and
realizing there are kids out there less fortuniadm tthey are. My favorite activity is
mud volleyball :)

Patti Romza

| joined the Optimist Club in 2005 after hearingmany good things about it from

one of my co-workers at the time. We were new $av€go and wanted to join this
group that does so many things for the kids inammmunity. Since we have two
children at home, we realize the importance of mgkihildren belong in the
community. My husband, Dave, and | are active anynof the fundraising activities
within the club. One of our favorites is workirtgetcorn roast at the various locations.
We are also find the Needy Family Christmas progeeery heartwarming event to get
involved in.

Kelli Quaid

| joined the club about 7 or 8 years ago. | ergbhwf the friendships that | have
made. | also enjoy helping children. 1 love thetfthat my daughter Skylr has been
included since she was 4 and will now be in a juf@ptimist club at her school.



2-Year Directors

Andrea Backus

| joined the Club in 2007 because | wanted to give backetadimmunity and I really enjoy doing
things that benefit children.

My vision for the Club is that we recruit young membterielp keep the Club alive and fresh with
new ideas.

My favorite activity with the Club is the Needy Family Glimhas Project. To be able to see first hand
how much joy and happiness the gifts and donations lwitigese families is indescribable. This is
just a fulfilling project to be a part of. | enjoy beingehb see the immediate impact our efforts have
on the community.

Jeremy Meek

I joined the Optimist Club about 2 years ago in Octobgoinkd for a couple of reasons, but most of
all I wanted to get to know more folks here in the commuaityl more of my neighbors. | grew up
volunteering for a variety of organizations, usually consesmagroups (which I'm still involved with)
and in museums, but hadn't joined any local philanthromagisince moving here to Oswego. |
wanted to join a club that was fun and flexible, but alsb ttede a real difference in the community,
especially with our local kids

Cindy Worley

| joined the Optimist Club in June 2007. | was introduttethe club by Connie Emery. At the time |
was looking for a way to "Step out of my box" and meet peaple as well as helping others. This has
been one of my better decisions. Not only is the club a frawesome, caring people, but what they
do for the kids in the community is outstanding. I'nh abthe way out of the box yet, but the lid has
definitely shifted. Another example about how God puts lgetgether in the right place at the right
time.

Bill Powell

| joined the club in 1985 because someone handed me an applatadititile league game and told
me to fill it out. | got hooked and have been involved ggerce. My favorite club projects have to
be the Needy Family Christmas Project and the Susan M Kiyidvial Scholarship Program.

Chuck Keller

| joined the club in March of 2008 to get involved in doenmunity, meet new people, and surround
myself with optimism.
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Extras

Friend of Youth

Janis Reid—Sergeant at Arms

| joined the club to avoid "couch potato syndrome”
as an empty nester. Since | am the coordinator of
our children's program at church, and, since | work
as a secretary in a middle school, it seemed like a
perfect fit to try and help kids in any way | can.

My advice is just get involved doing one of the
activities, and you'll be hooked. My favorite
activity is the Needy Family Christmas program.

PO Box 882
Oswego, IL 60543

Andy Hardin—Club Reporter 630-965-0329
| joined the Oswego Optimists in the summer of

2008. | had been involved with Optimists events

before then and saw how much impact they had

on the families in our local community. 1 joined

so that I could be a more active part in the club

and to increase my service to the community

Duties of the Board

Determine activities.

Approving and supervising the budget.

Providing for the annual audit of Club books.

Deciding on eligibility of proposed Members.

Making long term and short term plans for the Club.
Formulating appropriate policies.

Assigning appropriate action requiring detailedigtto committees
Receiving reports of Committees.

Advising Club Members of Board actions through @eb bulletin & Club
meetings.

Activating the work of Club Committees.

Disciplining Members for inappropriate conduct onfpayment

of dues.

Filling vacant offices between elections.

Identifying causes for low attendance and unnecg$sases of
members; initiating plans and procedures to cotirexse
problems.



